A step toward building confidence
Women get proactive with their financial lives.
Through two years of upheaval due to COVID-19, women have been stressed physically, mentally, emotionally
and financially. Instead of becoming more cautious about future financial stressors, women are taking steps to
prepare themselves for the risks they could potentially face.
Results from the 2021 Advisor Authority study from the Nationwide Retirement Institute® found that women
investors are being more proactive with their financial lives than they were a year ago.

Navigating the “new normal”
Lessons learned during the pandemic may be
influencing women investors to adopt different
strategies for dealing with different financial risks.

83%
73%
72%

have a
strategy
to generate
guaranteed
retirement income

59%
plan to take a more active approach
to investing over the next 12 months

have a strategy to help protect from
outliving their savings

have a strategy to help protect assets against market risk

Money concerns remain on the radar

70%

56%

Women investors who are
concerned about a U.S.
economic recession in
the next 12 months

Women investors who
anticipate market
volatility will increase
over the next 12 months.

Women play it cool
When a financial crisis disrupted their personal and financial lives, women investors showed they were more likely
to keep their cool during market turbulence. That’s a smart idea, given the potential long-term consequences of
getting out of the market even for a short period.
Who liquidated their retirement accounts?

Women 8%

Men 15%

Preparing for a long retirement
Outliving savings remains a critical financial concern for most women because they tend to live longer lives. Today,
average life expectancy for a 65-year-old woman is 86.7 years.1 She also has a 50% chance of living to 89 and a
25% chance of living to 96.2 The possibility of a long retirement helps explain why many women want protection
from outliving their savings.
Top solutions women investors have in place to help protect themselves against outliving their savings:
64%

Social Security
Dividend-yielding stocks
Pension or other
defined benefit plan

36%
33%

Half of women investors (52%) are likely to choose annuities in the next 12 months to help protect against outliving
their savings.

Help women investors grow their financial confidence.
Two-thirds of women investors (64%) currently work with a financial professional. The main
reason they do so is to help them feel more confident about their financial future.
Turn to Nationwide for help in building stronger relationships with your women investors,
especially when making investment decisions during a financial crisis. We have resources and
insights directed specifically to women investors that you can use in your planning discussion.

Visit our Diverse Markets page to discover client resources for financial professionals.

1Social Security Administration, Life Expectancy Calculator.
22018 LIMRA Retirement Income Reference Book
Methodology: The seventh annual Advisory Authority Survey was conducted online within the United States by The Harris Poll on behalf of Nationwide from July 22 –
August 17, 2021 among 1,632 advisors and financial professionals and 839 investors, ages 18+. Among the 839 investors, there were 210 Mass Affluent, 210 Emerging High
Net Worth, 210 High Net Worth and 209 Ultra High Net Worth. Investors are weighted where necessary by age by gender, race/ethnicity, region, education, income, marital
status, household size, investable assets and propensity to be online to bring them in line with their actual proportions in the population. Respondents for this survey were
selected from among those who have agreed to participate in Harris Poll surveys. Because the sample is based on those who were invited to participate in Harris Poll online
research, no estimates of theoretical sampling error can be calculated.
This material is not a recommendation to buy or sell a financial product or to adopt an investment strategy. Investors should discuss their specific situation with their
financial professional.
This information is general in nature and is not intended to be tax, legal, accounting or other professional advice. The information provided is based on current laws, which
are subject to change at any time, and has not been endorsed by any government agency.
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